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Environmental Protection and

Sustainable City

Project:

The Physical Planning Connection

livable, decent and

affordable housing for the

vitst majority of the citizens
is one of the indices by which the
guality and standard of living of any
society is measured. However, the
dream of providing livable and
decent housing in a well-planned
]:lrldl‘r FLELE

environment  where

properly  demarcated, scrapped
with
functional baswe infrastruciure such
potable water,
communication

and complemented
as pood roads,
and
only
realisable where there & proper

electricity,

recreation facilities is
and efficdent physical planning
seheme in place. Surprisingly, apan
fronm scumie ;.:l:l'r'!""'ll'l'l&'rl: reservalinon
areas (GRAs) and satellite towns in
many of Nigenan cities, majority of
the Migeran people live in slums
lIIHJ IJTIF-I‘LH'II'II"I'.I environment
basic amenities
necessary for sustainable living are

where social

Ia{:kin!.;
areas, the basic infrastructurnes have

Even in some planned

collapsed thanks to lack of
maintenance culture, corruption
and bhureaucratic inefficiency.
Migerian cities could therefore be
described as lacking  definite
character, consistency, beauty and
uniformity that are seen in many
developed countries,

The reason for the duplurglhlr slale
of most of Nigerian cities is not far-
fiestehod: the failure of our |:Ih'!.-':l{_.;||
planning regime to address the
past problems of physical planning

indiscipline and lopsided  city

development. Public regulation of
larvd use and planning control that
imposes development permit and
regulatory zoning restrictions upon
the general right of every land
owner to use or develop his land
the way he likes has failed to serve

its purpose, Theoretically, public
regulation of development through
planning permits is to ensure that
land is developed according to the
preconceived  socio-economic
pattern of the State and public
interest. It alko involves a very
[ I'IlT'IF'IlE':!. management activity that
requires  the integration of the
physical and biological resources in
compatible use, and coordinating

social, cultural, economic, legal
and political demands and

constraints. Most  Migerian  cities
g fJ{-""-’l'IlIIJl"l] Wi!l!l'll]t masher
plans. Even where one exists, new
I'II')U'HIF'I!.'__ esfales  are I:._-'IT'I'-'r_l_\'_'ll'l.b'1
within and outside the city areas
without any inteeration with the
master plan. The focus of this paper is
toy highlight the correlation between

Contimued on Fage 2

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S DESK

hiee past few months have

been qguite remarkable for

ELRL  We have been
imaohved in several workshops,
conferences, seminars,  round-
table discussions and legslative
hearings.  We have also had 1o
submit bids and applications. for
research projects, impact
assessments and law review, while
a good number of people are
increasingly seeking us out as a
source of guidance and informed
commentary.

This is hugely encouraging for
us. On the one hand, it
5 a real measure of
recognition of the work
of ELRI ane the trost that

wpli are beginning to

ave in it. On the other
hand, it is a confimation
of the growing appelite
of members of the
public for information

and knowledge in the B

area of emaronmental e b

laws and policies. |

imvite all members 1o share with

me and the Secretanat a sense of

pricle in this achievement.
Funding is still a major

challenge for us. Thus, as we

applaud
{_‘(:rpﬁraﬂi
bolies for
their
efforts  In
|;.|ﬂ1|1'1:;||,il|'|‘*|._;I
culture
and other
pageants, we implore that you
spare some thoughts for  the
emvironment.  The continuity of
ELRI MNews i dependent on your
direct sponsorship and  advents,
W are committed to this venture
andl will pot fail you
"Our Man ol the
Ohrarter” s Mobel Peace
Laureate, Wangari
Maathal, founder of the
Creen Belt Movement, a
wioman-gdriven grassroot
reforestation and
sustainable development
movement that has
planted more than
40million tnees, Wangar
Maathai is Kemyan by
birth and her nomination is for her
passion and effors at enhancing
the role of women in the
protection  of  the  environment
Congratulations!

¥

12 W aveesivafe Faglesfian



ELRI aspires o be recognized as a credible
facilitator of superior “scholarship and
leadership in providing local and global
information an_environmental law, and the
promotion of environmental rights i certain
ke areas for the benefie of individual citizens,
indigemows communities. and broader public
palicy.

MISSION & OBJECTIVES
ELRIs mission and ohjectives is to achieve the
folloswing among others:

® Advance emdronmental protection  and

catalyst far the enhancement of
environmental law and policy;

& Provide objective, non partisan analysis of
law anel poliches, and dellver educational
programs for the mprovement of
environmental protection and govermance;

® Provide information senvices, advices and
publication on emvironmental practices and
peogrants as it affects sub-Saharan Africa;

® Provide training tools and support fo
citizens, organizations, povernment
agencies, businesses, enviranmental
managers. communities, indigenous
peoples and ather relevant stakeholders;

& Engage in sponsored research and refated
project pertaining to harmonization of laws
and msues such as emaronmental justice,
risk assessment and risk communication.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

The ELRI structure is made up of the Governing.
Board, an Executive Committee, 4 Secretarial
and Specialized Committess as may b
required forspecific purpases.

GOVERNING BOARD

The Coverning Hoard consists of @ Chaimman
andl ather Principal Members, one of whom
the Executive Cirector of ELRI

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Executive Commitiee is responsible 1o the
Governing Board 1o which its reports
concerning all s activities,  The Executive
Commiltes mests as many Himes a5 necessary
for the effective discharge of iis activities,  The
Executive Commiltee 5 the implementing
argan of the decisions of the Govening Board,

SECRETARIAT

The Secretariat operates under the supenision
of the Executive Committee,  The Secrotariat
cartses oul the day-to-day execution of activities
of ELRE under the direction of the Executive
Director, The Secretiriat s made up of all stafif
af ELR.

SPECIALIZED COMMITTEE

Specialized Committees may from time (o time
be set-up for the effective discharge of the
actrvities of the Instilute.
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Environmental Protection and Sustainable City Project

Coritimued (om Page 1

sustainable city and physical planning
responsibiliies and  how  government  can
integrate physical planning activities into modem
sustainahle development paracdigm.

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT: The
Synergies
Physical planming plays a prvotal role in ensuring
that a city s fivable and sustainahle, Although
urbran and regional planning activities are not
necessarily  colerminous  with  environmenial
protection, vet both are complementary. Thaey
both control land use to secure harmony and
ordediness in the use and enpoyment of land:
privmaole aesthetic value of land with the overall
purpose of securing a decent environment for
healthy living. The dissimilarities lie in the scope
af control, different regulatory authorties and
different enforcement mechanisms. The scope of
physical planning, for example, is restricted o
physical land wse only, while the: environmental
regulation 5 concemed with contmol of the
damaging effict on the emvironment through
processes which cause |m'||ul|m1 1oy landl, water,
air, wildlife and mature conservation. Yet, the bwo
control regimes are overlapping. Explaining the
relationship between planning and emvironment
under the English Environmental Strategy, the
British Government noted that,
Planning controd s primarily  concerned
with the type and location of new
development and changes of use. COnce
broae! land uses have been sanclioned by
the planning process, it 6 the job of the
pollution control to limit the adverse effects
the aoperation may have on the
emvironment... In considering whether to
grant planning permission for a particular
development, 2 focal  authority must
consider all the effects including potential
pollution;  permission  should nol be
granted) if that might expose people [0
danger.

Although environmental controls seek 1o protect
health in the environment, planning controls are
concemed with the impact of development on
the wse of land and the appropriate use of land. A
decision as to the conditon under which a
development permit may be undertaken may
have effect on the emvironment. Where the
potential for harm to man and environment
affiects the use of and lfor example, by precluding
the use of neighbouring land for a particular
purpose or by making use of that land
inappropriate because of, for example, the risk to
an undertying aquifer) then planning  and
pollution controls may overlap. Therefore, it is
important to provide safeguards against loss of
amenities which may be caused by pollution, The
dividing line between planning and pollution
controd consicleration in this respect is, therefore,
nol abways dear-cut In such  cases, close
consultation between planning and
enviconmental control  authorities will be
important al all stages, in particular because it
would it be sensible o grant  planning
permission for & development for which a
necessary  pollution  control  authorisation s
errilikiely to b fortheoming,

Planning as a tool of land management and
stetainable development imvalves the adoption
of measures and  policies that will ensure

resources within the environment ane conserved
preserved  and  replenished  (by  naturel, e
determines the most efficient form for the use of
all resources, having regard 1o climate, sodl,
matural resowrces, accessibility and markets, It
alsa emables regulatory policies and guidelines w
be put in place to ensure compliance with the
planned pattern and maintenance of character of
meighbourhood without deviation, which may
cause overuse, abuse and evential degradation
of such resources, Finally, it provides  the
framework for directing, controlling and
managing the present and future growth trend,
patterns and directions of the physical
ervironment in the overall inferest of the society,
Environmental consideration in  planning
activities is reflected in those  mechanisms
entreenched in the many provisions of the physical
|1|1'Lnn|np‘ law, These are

(@ The system of development plans, which
ensures that environmental protection, s
corsiderod at the level of policy making.

iby The development control process, which
requires planning  permission from  the
Control Department before any
development could take place. The
definition of “development”™ is broad encough
1o cover environmental effect on land.

fc) The power o impose conditions relating to
environmental  protection on a grant of
planning permissions.

idl The imtroduction of the compulsory
environmental il"l'lr.lull‘.'[ ASSESEMEnt  In
respect of Cerfain categories of projects,
Private-developer activity, which is likedy to
have significant environmental impact, is
required  to submit an Environmental
Impact Assessment Statement. (EIAS)L. The
project i then considensd through a seres
of envirmonmental clearance  procedures
that will result in either non-approval, or
conditional approval. The ability of the
private  developer o pursue a project
without regard to environmental
consequences has thus been  sharply
curtailed. The apparent purpose of the
detailed statement s to aid the process of
decision making by the planning authority
and to advise the developer and public of
the environmental consequences of the
planned development activity, It wall also
ensure that planming decisions that are
likely to have a significant environmental
effect are taken by the Control Department
only after a proper assessment of those
effects has been examined

Conclusion

It is against this background that the effors of
many State Covernments particulardy that of
Lagos Stale under the leadership of Babatunde
Raji Fashola to reengineer and remodel our
cities towards the twin paths of sustainability
and orderliness s appreciated and worthy of
emulation. It shoukd be emphasized that the
goals of sustainability can be achieved if physical
planning principles. are integrated into the
environmental policies of the state and the faws
are stringently enforced against the violators.

By Dludayo Amokaye
[hreciow, ELRY

St o Vour suppit for the povironment coumty,
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Reducing The Effects of Global Warming
On Children’s Health

n the second of February

2007, the United Mations

scientific panel on climate
change declared that the evidence
of a warming trend is unequivocal,
andl that human activity has very
likesly been the driving force behind
climate change for over the last 50
years. This report also predicted
that the global climate i likely o
rise boetween 3.5 and 8 degrees
Fahrenheit, that by 2100, sea levels
are likely to rise between 7 to 23
inches, and that  the changes
already undenvay will continue lor
centuries to come. This statement
has put to rest or at least attempted
to resolve the debate on what
cavsed global warming and  has
helped refocus the world on its
effects and what can be done to
reduce the attendant impacts.
It choes not take a lof to see just what
these imipacts are, from the current
heat wave in India, to the droughts
in the hom of Africa and flooding in
Brazil, life everywhere s being
rising
temperatires, However, it seems
that the urgency of the situation s
yet 1o register in our collective
consciousness particularly
countries in developing  world

threatened by these

where business continues as usual,
Unfortunately, poor
particularly in Africa appear to be at
greater risk trom the eftects of global
warming, and
cont I.r1L;1.' Lo
disproportionately.

regions

children
sutler

the

CLIMATE CHANGE AND
CHILDREN'S HEALTH

As the temperatures of the world
continue to rise, the Environmental
Protection Agency (EFAI of the
United States postulates that
greenhouse gases "endanger public
health and walfare®. Also based on
the rising evidence of the adverse
effects that climate change has on
the world's children, the American
Academy of Pediatricians has called
on all national Governments as well
as those caring for children to find
ways of developing strategies that
protect  children  from  potential
harm and sateguard their health.
However, there is more to global
warming than an increase in heat-
related conditions like heat stroke
andl debydration; researchers say
global warming exacerbates
common childhood diseases such
as asthma and allergies. Children

are at risk of losing a parent o
caregiver due o extreme weather
conditions,

These are some of the ways inwhich
global warming can atfect children's

hxalth

1. Eifects of adverse weather:
The
melting of the polar ice and rise
in green house gasses have all

responsible for the

increasing incidences of
extreme  weather  conditions.

The Intergovemmental Panel

on Climate Change (IPCC)

Fourth Assessment Report

predicts that many regions will

experience decreased  rainfall

and an increased risk ol

drought, which in tum would

cause forest flres 1o oocur on
larger
regularly, this is evident in the
inceeased frequency of
droughts in some parts of Africa
and the fires in California, These
exireme

rese  In |-!"I'I"||!I!'r.1|ll1'i"-.

heen

scales, and more

weathers alfect
children by

&  Increasing their suscephibility to
njury or death from extrenss
weather:

® Subjecting them to
posttraumatic stress;

® ncreased probability of loss of
caregiver with ils  attendant
CONSELUBNCES;

®  Disrupted education;

&  Displacement.

2. Spread of diseases: Thewe is
evidence to suggest that global
warming could be responsible
for increased perpetuation of
veclors thatl convey  infectious
diseases such as dengue fever,
West Mibe Virws, and malana. In
poorer countries already
overburdened by malaria-and
diarrhea diseases, this inorease

et now! Your suppart for the ooviriranen! ool

could be catastrophic for the
health of the children and
subsequent  economic  well
being of the country. The World
Health Crrganization estimates
150,000 deaths annually “as a
result of cimate change®. In
April 2004, it reported that, as a
result of
temperatures, the number of

increased

subi-Saharan Adrica.

3. Malnutrition: Increased
drought, lowering of the water
tabrle and water scarcity leading
to poor crop productivity are all
global
conditions

consequences ol
warming. These
could bead (o more cases of
malnutrition which  alreacy
threatens 33 million
Saharan African children

4, Increased waterborne and
food-borne illnesses,
i||1'|urltr1:_; infections  diarthea,

suly-

from  increased

and disrupted food supplies,

e atures

5. Increased exposure and
vulnerability 1o heat-refated
conditions such as heat stroke
anel heat exhaustion.,

6. Increase in lung related
illnesses as a result of increased
|:||I|||r||'.|'.

WHAT CAN BE DONE ABOUT
I

Climate scientists have agreed in
principle that drastic steps have 1o
be taken in order to reduce the
effects of global warming on the
population. These steps are 1o
mitigate the causes and effects of
global warming and to find ways to
adapt to the changing global
environment. The good news is that
scientists have agreed that there is

Issum 3

aill enough time 1o address the
problem of glabal warming if we act
now  and  without  undermining
national economies.

Mitigation

Mitigation is basically concemed
with reducing and even preventing
the emissions of greenhouse pases
1u5|1-||1~_-.i11-|r~ for climate change, so
that less change occurs, The best-
known mitigation policy plan to
dlate 5 the Kyolo Protocol, ratified
by most countries in the waord,
though not the United States and
Australia

The consensus among
scientists that global temperatures
will continue to increase has led
nations, states, corporations anil
individuals to implement actions to
try to curtail global warming, Some
of the strategies that have been
proposed for mitigation of global

climate

warming include:

® development of new
technologies;

®  carbon offsets and carlson taxes;

® renewable energy
biodiesel, wind  power,
power and nuclear power,;

® electric or hybrid automobiles;

ENEngy Consenation;

® improving natural
dioicle sinks,

® deliberate
procluction of sulfate acmosols
thich produce a cooling effect
on the Earth;

& population control;

® panotechnology.

such as
soular

carbon

large-scale

Businesses can abso play a key rale in
the mitigation of global warming
through  decisions to  invest in
researching and implementing new
energy lechnologies and enerpy
efficiency measures,

Individual actions

Individual action against global
warming Is the most encouraged
concept in mitigating climate
change, It k5 recognized that huge
reduction in green howse gases can
occur i individuals make  small
changes in purchasing habits and
daily lving as well as life style
changes. Raising awareness is also
an important step.

The following steps are simple,
prictical and inexpensive and have
been shown to have the preatest
capacity to bring about change

® Turn off lights when you leave a
OO,

® Tum off televisions, videos,
stereos and computers when
they are not in use - they can use
bestween 10 ancd 60% of the
power they use when on.

Mgt 2N
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®  Useenergy saving light bulbs -
they use a quarer of the
electricity and last much longer
This simple act alone would
prevent more than 1 rillion
dollars of greenhouse gas
ErmIssons.

& LUse less energy for your daily
commute by switching to public
transportation, carpooling,
biking, or telecommiuting

® Reduce, Rewse, and Recycle:
recycle your newspapers,
beverage containers, r‘p:I.wr anl
other poods. Use ucts in
containers that can !I-.u' ricyicledd
and items that can be repaired
or reused. In addition, support
recycling markets by buying
products made from recycled
raterials,

® Do not let the water run while
shaving or brushing your tecth.
Dho pof use your toilet as a waste
basket for tofletry items - water
is wasted with each flush,

® Many factors affect the fuel
economy of your car. To
improve fuel economy and
reduce HrL‘I’."“h"Uﬁl" Hllh
emissions, g0 easy on the
brakes and gas pedal, avoid
hard accelerations, reduce lime
spent idling and unload
unnecessary items in your trunk
toy recluce wedght,

® Eating less meat is healthier 1o
the body and friendlier on the
environment: Accorcing o
The United MNations Food and
Agriculture Organization's
(FOA) Movember 2006 report,
the livestock sector generates
e !.’ll'l."l"ﬂl'll:'l'LI-'H[? RS CIMissins
as measured in CO2 equinalent
- 18 percent - than transporst
and is a major source of land
and water degradation, The
livestock business is ameng the
maost damaging sectors to the
earth's increasingly scarce watiet
resources, contributing among
other things to water pollution,
euthropication and the
degeneration of coral reefs, The
major polluting agents are
animual wastes, antibiotics and
hormones, chemicals from
tanneries, fertilizers and
pesticides used (o spray feed
Crops:

Adaplation

This strategy attemplts to deal with
the actual consequences of
warming and other aspects of
climate change which are already
happening or are hikely to occur in
the future. Some amount of climate
change has already occurred, and
more change is inevitable based on

the greenhouse gases already
emitted,  This means that society
will need 1o adopt adaptative
measures  for the rniiiga!i:m of
impacts. Adaptation is  already
h;tpp{vnmg on sme fronts, some
communities on small islands are
already making plans 1o abandon
their homes due o nsing sea levels,

Conclusion

Clobal warming already  disrupts
millicns of lives and it is universally
agreed that what we are already
experiencing in terms of extreme
weather and rising sea levels ane just
the tip of the ice berg. Our children
continue to suffer from its effect. It is
time that we take action; starting
from wes as individuals all the way up
by governmenl so that the most
vulnerable in our society do not
continue to suffer from the effects of
global warming amongst other
socin-ecnnomic factons,
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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY:

The Importance of Local Language
in Environmental Communication

in Nigeria

5

nvironmental

communication is the

roadmap to environmental
sustainability. When you need to
get @ message across (o the public,
you need o keep it simple,
However, the method of
communicaling  environmental
wreckage has been  |ukewarm,
saddled with technical jargons
that would not be easily
demystified or comprehended by
the commaon man on the street
The environment welcomes us
into this world and would receive
us back into itseli at the end of our
life's joumey. A clean, hygienic
and safe environment s a major
determinant of our number of
yizars on this planet and we must
strive very hard to give to our
successors an equal it not better
opportunity 1o spend more years
as our forefathers had done for us.
To achieve this, we need to
change ovur mode of
communication to a more
passicnale, emotional, cultural
and value oriented language. This
planet, earth, does not belong to
us rather, we exst in it, so, all
hands must be on deck to ensure
its protection so that it remains a
pure and safe haven for human,
plant and animal habilation
The earth is better understood
from a detailed understanding of
the environment r|1r+|uj.;h
AWaArenass nll'l'l.'l rl[_'ti[”'l.
Environmental writing, aptly
described as nature writing has its
rots in the academic realm called
human ecology, which s an
acadernic  discipline  that deals
with the rqu.Jriuﬂl.h.ip betwesn
humans and their natural, social
and created environmenls.
Human ecology investigates how
humans and human  sociefies
interact with nature and with thedr
enviroament,
thi
Communication

Mark Meisner of
Ervironmental

il

“Said is not heard: Heard is
not understood; Understood

is not accepted; And
accepted is not yet done”.

Metwork, defined environmental
conmmunication as ‘all of the many
forms of communication
(interpersonal, group, public,
organizational, mass, etc.) that are
engaged with the social debate
about emvironmental issues and
problems,” Also within the scope
of ervironmental communication
are the penres of nature writing,
science  writing,  environmental
literature, environmental
interpridation and environmental
advocacy,

Migeria is richly blessed with
diverse cultures, tribes and
tongues. Each community within
its boundary has its own unigue
language that is understood by
every member ol the group. A
|..21|'|Hu;|g£-' which 1:|rigi||.=|||1|,.I
manifest in several proverbs. For
example, ‘One who excretes on
the road will find flies when he
refurns’ is a proverb that warns us
on the importance of protecting
our environment. It is a Yoruba's
depiction of eschew evil deeds
that follow you when you
dl_"’t“_’ﬂt{' i |,|"H." ll."r:l'n-'ii'll_lﬂl"l'lr[‘l'll.

We must know and understand
our past in order to move forward.
A Professor of Urban Education at
Ceorgia State  University, Dr.
Hilliard, states that ancient African
socialization processes show s
thal communities can function
and be productive when
everyone, young and old, has a
sense of purpose and value that
contributes o the community's
well being. Study is a requirement
for our H"!I!i'IT'IFHiHH. et, every
discipline that we study must
hinge itself firmly on the African
tradition. This defines us as a
people. While we must be aware
of other traditions in order to
appreciate  the whole  human

Pl o) Vour auppord for it sendnoisnnel ool
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story, we must be aware of how
those traditions  intersect  with
African traditions. It makes no
sense for an African to begin an
intellectual quest from someone
else’s standpoint.  We must use a
language that is pecullar to our
ovm socio-cultural milieu in order
tex have an effective understanding
of the information to be
disseminated to a target audience.
A writer postulates that “There is
niy g Ii.l'.ll'hl'n’ PR 'If'l.'h", [anr_ﬁrh_-..
myths of gods and angels, social
practices,..could not be proper
subjects for philosophical
enguiry.... The African
philosopher cannot  defiberately
Igrore the study of the traditional
belief system ol his people.
Philosophical problems arise out
of real life situations,”

Bindiversity will continue to be an
issue of glabal imporance which
is very complex and difficult to
explain. To overcome this
challenge, the Yoruba as well as
other cultures in Nigeria believes
in the evil forest termed gha O,
where ordinary mortals are not
expected (o tread, yet these
forests houses an  ecosystem,
which s unconsciously  being
preserved from  going into
extinction. After all, it is better to
live in an evil forest where vour
continued survival is assured, than
a holy groove where you are a
constant prey bo human superior
activities.

If the time is right, then the time is
now! We must reproduce all that
richness of culture and values and
incorporate it info environmental
FJH e u i ii imn's I“l Jl]ﬂ},‘_ﬂ r‘ld.ﬂ i r1:|
campaign. Let the tool of
environmental communication be
the local language understood by
EVETY COMMON man irrespective
of his level of education, religion,
and social status. Let us show
Fjull', '\-“Ill'rr'l:!l“r;Ll i!i'l-l']
compassionate love to this planet
so that we can live in harmony
with Muother Mature,

Majisola Adebayo (Mrs.)
Lecturer, Faculty of Law;
Lagos State Ulniversity, Chio,

NOISE POLLUTION IN LAGOS:

Need For A Legal Framework

he Federal Republic of

Migeria official gazette

(15" May, 2007) = Legal
Motice on Publication of the
Details of the Breakdown of the
Mational and Provisional Total
2006 census  indicates  that
Lagos is the most  populous
conurbation  in Migeria  with
over 7,392.932 inhabitants,
Lagos is regarded as Migeria's

the night after work to sleep, the noise
‘; will not allow you to sheep. | think
government has to step in to correct
the situation. It & an anomaly and
something urgent has to be done”,
Writing on the effect of noise pollution,
a World Health Organization repon
states  that noise causes hearing
impairment, disturbs sleep, reduces
performance, interferes with
communication, causes

most  prosperous  city where
much of the nation's wealth and
economic activilty are
concentrated. Consequently, as a resull of ils very
dense population, Lagos is an extremely nomy city,
This paper, therefore, examines nokse pollution in
Lagos; general sources of noise pollution and the
impact on the environment. It also examines the legal
status of the problem and suggests ways of addressing
the problem.

Midse pollution, also known as environmental nojse,
has been defined as displeasing human, animal or
machinery-created sound that disrupts the activity or
balance of human or animal life. Ressarch has shown
that noise has as one of its major sources, the
transporation systems comprising motor vehicles,
aircratt and rail. Other sources are; car alarms, office
equipment, factory machinery, construction work,
grounds keeping equipment, barking dogs,
appliances, power tools lighting hum, audio
entertainment  systems, loudspeakers and  noisy
people. Poor urban planning whereby industrial and
residential buildings are constructed side by side is
akso asource of noise pollution,

In Lagos, the principal source of noise pollution s
designated as neigbhourhood noise  which s
representatives of a thick cloud of noise coming from
a variety of sources. These sources include loud noise
emanating from loudspeakers used by recond stores,
generating plants,
pumping  machines,
grinding  machines,
television sets,
musical sets, intruder
alarms, night parties,
churches and
mosgues, motor
parks and so on,
However, the maost
notable and
prominent sources of
noise  pollution are
those emanaling from
generating sets as well
as from religious
winshipcenters,
Corruborating this fact, Stella Odueme, in an article
tithedd, 'Wigeria: Dangers of Fumes, Noise Pollution in
Lagos, a resident’s comment on noise pollution; “it is
a terrible experience. Both in the marning, afternoon
and night the worship centres within our vicinity will
always have one service or the other to carry out (o
disturb the neighbourheod. Even when you return in

o Fashola

“att oot Your suppart for the eovietiment coinmts ™.

cardiovascular and  psychological
defects and  provokes  annoyance
response and changes behaviour, 11
can kead to high blood pressure, stress, strokes, heart
attacks and even death,

A part of the efforts aimed at curbring the menace of
nivise especially from the churches and mosgues,
pollution afficials of the Lagos State Environmient
Protection Agency held a meeting with religiouws
leaders and spoke on the need to look at the ways of
regulating noise making in the course of observance
of religious services, A directive was subsequently
issued in 2008 to all religious houses to confine their
loudspeakers to the auditorium.

Presently in Lagos State, there s noo specific
leglslation on noise pollution, For instance Ms
Tejumade Olufemi, the Senior Public Relations
Officer (SPROY for the Lagos State Emvironmental
Protection Agency was reported in an article “Can
We Have Some Qufet Please” by Ben Ezeamalu as
saying that Lagos is vel to draft a law on the
indiscriminate  emission of noise in the
emvironment. She was quoted as saying, “there is no
regulation presently on noise pollution, the bill &
still in the House of Assembly. .. This contrasts with
what obtains in the developed countries. For
instance in the United States and Uinited Kingdom
there are national provincial or state laws that
regulate noise.

Mowse  pollution in
Lagos can best be
tackled through
apprapriate
legislation that not
only defines  noise
fk:"ullnn, hut  alse
makes it an offence
against the State
government  with
penalties prescribed
for offenders and as
deterrents o would-
be offenders. This
must be followed by
piu b I i
enlightenment on
the adverse effects of such social ills in
neighbourhoods. These steps must be taken as a
matter of urgency so as to enhance the
transformation of Lagos into the desired mega city.

ayodelearowolo 2006@yahoo.com
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BALANCING ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA)

LAWS WITH DEVELOPMENT NEEDS:

The Poverty Alleviation Angle

nvironmental Impact Assessment

(EIA) is a process by which the

impact, potential and real, of
development projects on the
environment is understood or assessed
by relevant stakeholders made up of
government, local communities and
persons likely to be affected by the
projects, Itis pertinent to appreciate how
far the word 'environment’ can be taken
in order 1o understand who and where
may be subject to the said impact.The
environment must not be restricted 1o
mean only the physical conditions in
which we live; it must also be seen to
include social and economic conditions
refevant (o the standard of living of the
people. This liberal interpretation of the
word 'environment' will assist us in
appreciating the extent to which projects
may affect the living conditions of the
people for whom the projecls were
intended.
Just as the imperative of an
Environmental Impact Assessment (ElA)
of projects cannot be over emphasised,
embarking on real impact development
projects is a sine qua non for economic
empowerment and growth, especially in
developing countries. The ability to
marry these two seemingly competing
needs in optimal dimension goes a long
way in instituting sustainable
devel jpment in an economic context.
However, the point has to be made that
requirements for EIA ought not to work
against the pursuit of poverty alleviation
or reduction in developing nations. The
question thus arises as o what 11:J.ppr:'n.~;.

where an activity or project designed
chiefly to provide economic succor to
the poor receives a negative
Environmental Statement (E5), Would
alternative projects or mitigation
measures suffice to achieve the same
purpose for which the original projects
were meant or as near to jt as possible?

Within the above perspectives, il
becomes realistic o ponder whether
statutory enactments could be used as a
bridge between EIA and development
imperatives. Sustainable development
includes poverty alleviation, short-term
and long-term. As such, any EIA regime
ought to reflect poverty alleviation and
reduction to be regarded as workable
and justifiable. The principle behind EIA
ought to be based on how the project
affects the people, beneficially or
adversely. EIA ought to highlight poverty
alleviation and reduction implications
not just health and climatic implications.
A good balancing between EIA and
poverty alleviation may be achieved by a
combination of Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) and Poverty Reduction
Strategies (PRS). SEA was defined by the
Netherlands Commission for
Environmental Impact Assessment
(NCEIA) as 'a way to bring people
together in planning processes, and
structure and feed their debate on the
environmental consequences of strategic
choices. Thus, SEA involves public
participation in planning, structuring and
implementing development projects vis
a vis their impacts on the environment in
its widest sense. Public participation

ensures that the projects fit in squarely
into PRS. In Nigeria, this would translate
into an assessment of the projects against
the poverty alleviation programme of the

government (MEEDS, SEEDS, and
LEEDS).

Thankfully, Section 7 of the
ENMVIROMMENTAL IMPACT

ASSESSMENT ACT, CAP E12 LAWS OF
THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA, 2004
appears to appreciate the need for SEA in
providing as follows: "Before the Agency
(Federal Environment Protection
Agency) gives a decision on an activity to
which an environmental assessment has
been produced, the Agency shall give
opportunity to government agencies,
members of the public, expers in any
relevant discipline and interested groups
1o make comment on the environmental
impact assessment of the activity'. It is
suggested that the comment should not
be restricted to the EIA document but
should be given some form of flexibility
by way of allowing input from outside of
the EIA document. The EIA Act should
alsa be amended to reflect the
importance and desirability of PRS in
ElA. This approach would ensure that
SEA is made part of our laws.

SEA would enhance Social Impact
Assessment (SIA), which in turn would
provide an avenue to appreciate the
impact development projects would
have on people. People are the very
reason for development projects. The
basic objective of SEA is 1o contribute to
sustainable development, poverty
reduction and good governance. SEA
would ensure that policies and projects

have strang pro-poor and pro-
environment potential.
It may ifurther be supgested that

adequate dispute resolution
mechanisms that are easily accessible be
made part of the EIA procedure. The
courts may obviously be too busy for the
dispatch required of EIA issues. To this
end, specialised tribunals and/or
arbitrators may be established to provide
a platform for speedy and
knowledgeable resolution of disputes
arising from ElA. In Nigeria specifically,
the principle of locus standi ought to be
expunged from the procedures of these
tribunals or arbitrators.

Heectukwu fhofi, Esqg.

Losgral Practiticitise
aikaykay 200 2 @yahoo.com

A act mow! Your support for the etvironien! connfy™



Caring for the Earth

ving sustainably depends on accepting a
duty 1o seek harmony with other people
and with nature.  The guiding rules are
that people must share with each other and
care for the Earth.  Humanity must take no
miore from nature than nature can replenish,

This in wm means adopting life-styles and

development paths that respect and  work

within nature’s imit.  Our founding principle
prowides the base for all the others, Itis:

s respect and Care for the Community of
Life. This principle reflects the duty of care
for other people and other forms of life,
now and in the future.

+ that development should not be at the
expense of other groups or later
generations,

o that we should aim to share faidy the
benefits and costs of resources use and
environmental conservation among
different communities and interest groups,
among people who are poor and those
who are affluent, and between our

generation and those who will come after
s,

All life on earth is part of one greal
interdependent system, which influences and
depends on the non-living components of the
planet rocks, soils, waters and air,  Disturbing
e part of this biosphere can affect the whole,
Just as human societies are interdependent and
future generations are affected by our present
actions, so the world of nature is increasingly
dominated by our behaviour. It s a matter of
ethics as well as practicality to manage
development so that it does not threaten the
survival of other species or eliminale their
habitats.  While our survival depends on the
use of other species, we need not, and should
not, use them cruelly ar wastefully,

The question is how we can change attitudes so
that this principle is accepted at all levels of
soclety, and is translated into personal, soctal
and mational policy.

Marfirr fromn Care i Action: Making a Sustaimable
Wl (1996)

God and Environmental Protection Agency(EPA)

earth. He was then faced with a class action

lawsuit for failing 1o file an environmental
impact statement with HEPA (Heavenly
Environment Protection Agency), an angelically
staffed  agency dedicated 1o keeping  the
Universe pollution iree.
God was granted a temporary permit for the
heavenly portion of the project, but was issued a
cease and desist order on the earthly par,
pencing further investigation by HEPA
Upon completion of his construction permit
application and environmental impact
statement, God appeared before the HEPA
Cowneil 1o answer guestions,
When asked why he began these projects in the
first place, he simply replied that he liked to be
creative,
This was not considered adequate reasoning
and he would be required to substantiate this
further. HEPA was unable to see any practical
use for earth since 'the earth was vaid and empty
and darkness was upon the face of the deep’
Then Cod said: ‘Let there be light!
He should never have brought up this point
since one member of the Councll was active in
the Sierrangel Club and immediately protested,
asking ‘how was the light to be made? Would
there be strip mining! What about thermal
pollution? Air pollution Cod explained the light
wordlld come from a huge ball of fire.
MNobody on the Council really understood this,
bt it was provisionally accepted assuming (1)
there would be no smog or smoke resulting from
the ball of fire, (2) a separate burning permit
would be required, {3) since continuous
light would be a waste of energy it should be
dark one-half of the time.

I n the beginning God created heaven and

50 God agreed to divide

ST peny! Yewiar su L i

Might. (The Council expressed no interest with
in-house semantics.)

When asked how the earth would be covered.
God said: 'Let there be firmament made amidst
the waters, and let it divide the waters from the
waters.'

One ecologically radical Council member
accused him of double talk, but the Council
tabled action since God would be required first
tor fide for a permit from ABLM (Angelic Bureau of
Land Management) and further would be
required to obtain water permits  {rom
appropriate agencies involved.

The Council asked if there would be nnhlr' witer
and firmament and God said 'Let the earth bring
forth the green herb, and such as may seed, and
the fruit tree yielding fruit after its kind, which
miay have seen itsell upon the earth.'

The Council agreed, as long as native seed would
b el

About future development God also said: 'Let the
walers bring forth the creeping creature having
lifie, and the fowl that may fly over the earth.'
Here again, the Council took no formal action
since this would require approval of the Came
and Fish Commission coordinated with the
Heavenly Wildlife Federation and
Audobongelic Society,

It appeared everything was in order until Caod
stated he wanted to complete the project in six
days.

At this time he was advised by the Council that
his timing was completely out of the question...
HEPA would require a minimum of 180 days to
review the application and emironmental
impaet statement, then there would be public
God said: To Hell with it

‘Soune: United States Congressionsl Record (1974).

=

hearings. It would take 10 to 12 months before a

Alsor reports show that Global warming coupled,
Mlhhmﬂumphhummnﬁmﬁthm up
this mnst dangerous waste sites in the United States.
The impacts of warming, coupled with the
cracht crunch s hurting the country's effor at
cleaning up its toxic dumpsites,

nonprofit Center far Health,

weather conditions ke hurricanes and tomadoes,
which may be related 1o dimate change, are
cabsing more damage ot tdc waste sites.

Ervironmental advocates say that if Congress does

not renew fusteer paay” which ended in
a5, Superiund will remain shoa on cash, and the
prishlem will only get worse.

In Codorado, The Morte Vista Jourmal neports that

the Surmmitville el site s wnder funded,
and that polluted water leaking fram - a mining
facility there affects a river used for agriculure,
Tiviessmnck aenel recreation,

—Rannie LevleriNewsdesk org
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generated by a local wood pulp plant, anenfine flect
of bicaliesel municipal Irugm. strict enory efficient
buibding codes and tax incentives.

According to this report, Kalmar's 50,000 resadents
save money by gething over 65 percent o thesir
energy from reneawable resources,

“We are not poo-reaks,” one astainability officer
told the Tribune. "“We're just making it easy fo
change, giving people thie toods.®

LLK

Geo-Engineering to help counter impacts of
Climate Change

Accarchng to a report in the Sunday Times, some
Hritish scientists say “peo-engineering” is needed 1o
counter the efiects of global warming and maintain
wotld temiperatures at acoeptalde lvasds

COne proposed measure o achieve this i a call for
rassive h:clﬁ‘ of fast-growing trees, such as
williows, toa e carbon dicedede,

Anather proposal would be to seed douds with
ocean water to form salt crystals, which would reflect
more sunlight hack toward the sun and away rom
the: Earth.

ASIA

INDONESIA: Eruplion of Mud Valcano

In Indonesia, a panel of intermational petroleam
geologists have declared that explaratory drilling at a
nearty gas well s responsible for triggering the
erupiion of amud volcano

According to the country's dally the Guardian, this
position could provide major financial
compensation o many of the abmost 30,000
Indonesians displaced by the eruption,

The volcano, called Lusi, erupted neady two years
ago and has been spewing massive amounts of
Beailirgy v ever since.

The cause of the eruption was debated at an
international conference, attended by 74
distinguishied petroleum sclentists in Cape Tonwn,
South Africa where Geologists representing the oil
and gre company, Lapindo Bramas, claimed an
earthequake two danes before the eruption is to blame,
but only three of the petridieum scientists voted for
this explanation,

However, numerous attempis to stop the flow of
mul — including a creative sttemp 1o pug the
walcano's mauth with concrete — have filed,

LEBANOMN: Water Shorfage
in Lebanan, it is beleved that increased population
w‘uM'! in the CoLmlry, ertibekateed indrastructume and
ICTEASING IHhI:'p-rr.!turl:s are  pautling IErEdrwwﬁi
uress an the country's waler springs, ng o
meease i the residents' demand fE:JFr":EEF. 3
The implication of the scarce .-iuppl:,'-nl'walet will be
enormads for the region a8 it will increase demand
for water for the next fifleen years and erode on the
rebatve agricultural stability in the segion where
agriculture employs half the workfone.

JAPAN: Declining Fish Supply

lapan the wolds (ommod consumers of fish b
experiencing a stock decline in its stocks of fish. The
sudden decline in the country's fish supply has been
linked to over fishing, pollution, habitat destruction
and climate change.

AUSTRALIA; Green house gas burial sites
discovered

In Australia, schentific advisers o identified ten
i10) unclerground storage sites as being suitable lor
bauryimg greenhouse gas emissinns.

The region’s Minister for Resources and  Enérgy,
Martin  Ferguson, saied green house  emissions
constifutind a key component of the government's
response to chimate change,

Thiu urwls are tox b situatied atthe
comst of Vicona, South Australia, the nation's
Marthesn Tesritory:

QUEENSLAND; One feared dead in floods

Al lewd one person i feared dead in g Aood
incicent in South East Queensland, The flood cau

by heavy rains and winds in the region has been

B 3 August 2009

TIP FOR THE QUARTER

Our Tip For The Quarter Is On
Water And How To Conserve It

ave you ever wondered how much

water a family of four can use every

day? Mot 50 gallons, not 100 gallons,
but 400 gallons! You could take up 1o 10 baths
with that much water, but then you only need a
bath a day, at most twao baths a day so you don't
niced all that water however there a many things
that can be done to conserve the way we use
watter, Did you know that less than 1% of all the
waler on Earth can be used by people? The rest is
salt water {the kind you find in the ocean) or is
permanently froeen and we can't drink it, wash
with it, or use it Lo water plants,
As pur population grows, more and more people
are using up this limited resource, Therefore, it is
important that we use our water wisely and nol
waste it, There are many simple things we can
do o save water. Such as

TURNING OFF THE TAP

Just by tuming off the Lap while you brush your
teeth in the morning and before bedtime, you
can save up e 8 gallens of water! That adds up to
more than 200 gallons a month, enough to fill a
huge fish tank that holds & small sharks! The
same is true when you wash dishes. Torn off the
tap! Sorape your dhrty dishes into the trash. Then
put them in the dishwasher,

USING THE SHOWER

Taking a shower uses much less water than filling

up a bathtub, A shower only uses 10 to 25
gallons, while a bath takes up to 70 gallons!
Yo dio take a bath, be sure 1o Fﬂugli‘urdmin rlghl
away and adjust the temperature as you fill the

tuly, To save even more water, keep your shower
uncher five minutes long, Try iming voursell with
aclock nesd time oL hup in!

FIX ALL LEAKS

If your toilet has a leak, you could be wasting
about 200 gallons of water every day. That
would be like flushing your toilet more than 50
times for no reason! Try this experiment: ask
vour parents to help you test for leaks by placing
a drop of food coloring in the toilet tank. If the
color shows up in the bow without flushing, you
have a leak!

WATERING YOUR GARDEN OR LAWN

The best time to water vour yard is in the sarly
mirning or late evening when it's cool outside.
Watering when it's hot and sunny is wasteful
because most of the water evaporates before
the plants have time to drink it. Also, when
you're helping your parents water the yard,
miake sire not Lo water the plants oo much.
Remember that a little sprinkle goes a long way!

WASHING CARS/STUFF

Washing vour bike or car with a bucket and
sponge nstead of a hose saves a lot of water, A
hose can waste 6 gallons per minute if you leave
it running, but using a bucket and sponge only
uses a few gallons! Also, some car washes
recycle water instead of letting it run down the
sewer drains. Ask your parents to check if a car
Wﬂﬁh near you H.‘L'Yl.'li-.‘h waler,

Sayings on the Environment

He who knows what sweets and virtues are in
the ground, the waters, the plants, the
heavens, and how to come at these
enchantments, isthe rich and royal man.”

Ralph Walde Emverson (180318820, [xsays, Seoond Seres,
1a

“It is a curious situation that the wa, from
which life first arnse should nowe be threatened
by the activities of ane form of that life. But the
sea, though changed in a sinister way, will
continue to exist: the threat is rather o life
itsel.” It is a curious situation that the sea, from
which life first arose should now be threatened
by the activities of one form of that life, But the
sea, though changed in a sinister way, will
continue to exist; the threal is rather 1o life
itsel "

Rachel Carson, (7907 1964 The Sea Around U, 1957

*For many of us, water simply flows from a
faucet, and we think little about it beyond this
point of contact. We have lost a sense of
respect for the wild river, for the complex

workings of a wetland, for the intricate web of
life that water supponts.”
Sarchra Posted, Last Chasis: Facang Wantor Scarcity, 2005

"The Truly Healthy environment is nat merely
safe but stimulating.”

William H. Stewart, Ervironmental Science and Tochnolgy
Fedvwuary 1968,

"We owe our lives to the sun... How is it, then,

that we feel no gratitude
Leswids Thornas, Facth Frhecs, Surmener 199,

"The ultimate test of man's conscience may be
his willingness to sacrifice something today for
future generations whose words of thanks will

not be heard.”
Gaylard Molson, lonmer govermor of Wisoonsn, fousder of
it Dy

"Earth provides enough to satisfy every man's
need, but not every man's greed.”

Maothandas K. Gandbi quoted i EF Schumachey Soall s
Beawnia

Crallerd froar i epa ong
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HARROWDITCH Partners africapracticeR&B
and Guinness Nigeria on Waste
Trading Programme

Or. Olanrewaju Faghohun, Becutive Dinector. FLRE

“cadct o Your suppart for the eavirimmen! colnis .

anagement

n July 23, 2009 Harrowditch

Environmental and

Management Services Limited
together with africapracticeR&B  and
Guinness Migeria Plc hosted a Waste
Management Trading Scheme workshop
at the Conference Room of Guinness
Mizeria Plc Ogba Brewery,
The objective of the workshop was to
bring together a range of stakeholders
from the Industrial sector to appraise the
possibility of designing a framework for a
waste trading scheme. Using Lagos for
the pilot project, the scheme will allow
companies in Lagos and across the
country to trade waste between
themselves where synergies exist,
After the wvery 1'm':1pri*h{-*.n.~:w1.=
Peter Ameh,
Ervironmental Manager of Guinness
MNigeria Plc, Bisi Salau of Harrowditch

introduction  of

and Tim Newbaold of africapracticeR&B
led the discussion on the background
and objectives of the workshop, and how
the success of the scheme will impact
positively on waste management.
Professor Oladele Osibanjo of the Basel
Coordination Centre, University of
Ibadan appraised the discussion from the
perspective of electronic waste while
Kolawole Falase, Senior Special Assistant,
Lagos State Environmental Protection
Agency considered the salient issues
from the viewpoint of a regulator,

Alhaji Ahmed Omah, Deputy Plant
Manager 5PN Packaging and Peter Ameh
aided the discussion with practical
examples of current practices relating to
industrial symbiosis while Dr
Olanrewaju Fagbohun, Executive
Diirector, ELRI analyzed the contribution
of waste in the form of greenhouse gases
to climate change, and the need to start
looking at waste as part of a cycle of
production, consumption and recovery.

All participants at the workshop
supported the call for joint action in
making a success of the scheme in Lagos
ipilot project). It was agreed that there
should be a follow-up meeting within the
next two months,
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described as the waorst in more than 30 vears; it has
submerged several homes and  damaged

priapertios,

AFRICA

KENYA; Power in Lhe Rift

have it that the Rift Valley in Kenya may be
4 huge source of geothermal power that coubd
transtorm the courntry's forines.
The: East African country of about 2 million pecple:
has Ao dcpess o electricily, bul répons from
Scilew Met of London . says that pilat drilling in the
megion  showed  peathermal energy, which &
ig.'m-r.ﬂul from stearm lrom underground walior
veated by the Earth's inbedor could be aviable and
ernnomic source of power for the country and
sevaral other African coumtries.

NIGERIA:

il Firms asked to obey Environmental Health
and Safety (EHS) Rules

Reports show that ol companles and
mardacturing industries in the country have been
called wpon 1o obey ervironmental bealth and
salely rubes and rr'|.':u|.'|lll.||'|'. of sk cancellation of
their operational lcenses, This waming was given
Lyt Mimisstier o Enwirssrument, M, fokin Odhey.
Speaking in Abuja, Mr Odey said, *if these
companies continge to pallute our enviconment in
the course of ther II[H‘I.Jri-:III‘\. in I'|.|5_‘_r.'|||! ||I:~r|-ﬁ;|u|
of our emaronmental safety rubs and repulations,
government will have no option than to withdraw
their icence®, He maintwined that, “A& sination
where ol ¢ (RN £ anel rranalad TLiring inidustries
fagrandly fail to comply with povernmeents Lakd
dewn emvironmental safety rubes and regulations
can no longer be tolerated”. He decried the poor
compllance ol operating ol companis  amd
I'I'||?|r'|llhll,'|,\lrll'|:'_: incliisl s 1‘|'I‘||1 1ha= ralicin's
ervironmental salety rules over the years staling
thiat this hacl resudted in oil spillage, environment
1|I 'HIJIILI'I!III |:l||':J l"l'r\l'lull CUNWIRLIrETe |t|1| IIn.I-l |||||'|
He revealed that Government  has, therefone,
stresthencd the national environmental stancareds
arwl peguilations enforcement agency as par of the
renewed commitment to creating a bottes, safer
antl Sleanes comarimmaenil '

Stewry from Abdulattah Ofajide
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Minister inaugurates Mobile Air Quality
Maoniloring Station

As part of the activites of the Ministry of
Envircnment, the Minister, Me Jobn Odey hiss
imaugurated a Mobile Air Quality  Momitoring
Station (MAQMS ] in Abuja.

The Ministiar said that the Il'l..lllh"'llr-lflilrl of The
project represented  the commitment of
governmend o ensure a propser air guality that will
safegeiard the environment and the health of the
[REFFATY

Hie sirissed thar air pllHLllmﬁ Wls ) Imor H]I.:II‘I.II
concem caused by various hbuman activities i their
pursait of economic activites.  These  human
activitses include “emission from industries, bush
urning for farm chearing and game as well o fumiss
Trom generating sets and soon™,

According to him, “some of the environmental
challienges we arne expetioncing have been with us
vt the s, bt wee have il been abile o pot it
ir e chevebopment agenda”

M, Cheliny theredor eged thie varions institutions mn
the country to close ranks with the government in
tackling the chalbenges to the ervironmont,

ABUIA: Turning inlo City-Size Dust Bin

Stll on Migeria, Abuja, the natlon’s capétal b
adually Tuming into a huge dumpsite. iy
ruatigh i stroes in Abua o dows not have to

b 1ol that the waste and sanitation management

o Ve CAly retjuines serioas attention from relivant

authorites in the FCT.

While some residents are of the opinion that the

wile  mwagenent asthodities seem o hive

deserted  the Federl Capital, most people,

however, beliove that thee problem could  be

attribuled 1o the nonchalant antitude of  the

fesidents,

Amima Alfasean
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EVENTS

British Council Organises Round-Table Discussion
on Climate Change and Sustainable Development

ng !ul}',. 2009, the British Council,
Foreign & Commonwealth Office
and Department for International

Development organized a round table
discussion to discuss strategies for tackling
msues related to climate change,  The round

table discussion which had as its theme,

“Climate Change and Sustainable Foonomi
Development”, was targeted towards
decision makers and environmental
managers in corporate organizations, industry
leaders, policy makers and media houses,

The compere, Debo Akande of British
Council was al his best in introducing the

discussion and the discussants. The welcome
address was given by Amir Ramzan, Depuly
Director/Business Services, British Council.
The opening presentation was by the British
High Commissioner, His Excellency Sir Bob
Dewar, and this was followed by a beautiful
documentary FH"EHR{-"IL by award-winning
filmmaker Tunee Aboderin.

The Hon. Commissioner for the
Environment, Ministry of the Environment
Lagos State, Dr. Muiz Banire was smooth and
exhaustive in his discussion of what Lagos
State has been doing towards meeting the
challenges of Climate Change. Engineer
Hussain Solomon, CEO Bio-Diesel Nigeria
Limited reviewed strategies for mitigation
and opportunities for sustainable economic
development, while Dr. Olanrewaju
Faghohun, Executive Director ELEI reviewed
strategies for adaptation and opportunities
far sustainable economic development,

The consensus of the audience (which was
quite enfightened) was that there is a need for
more accountability in governance while
business should show maore  interest in
environmental issues.

The High Commissioner in his closing
remarks assured of the UK's continued
l'[H1Ii[—'r|-||ifP|1 dr'lfi _‘;-“F'Illl!lr'

WORD SEARCH There are about seventeen (17) words in the puzzle relating to the environment. Can you find them!

Insulation

Heat Wave

Extinct Species

Ecology

Acid Rain

Afforestation

Aerosol Spray

Coastal Waters

Marine Life

Ecosystem

Radiation

Biodegradable

Urbanisation

Solvent,

Environmentalist

Toxic Fumes
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ELRI Visits Minister
of Environment

En'.'irnnnulnt.il Law Research Institute was
on a courtesy visit to the Honourable
Minister of Environment, Mr. john Odey on
April 7%, 2009

HIGHLIGHTS

Representatives of the Environmental Law
Research Institute (ELRI recently paid a
courtesy visit to the Honourable Minster for
Environment. The team led by the Executive
Director of the Institute, Dr Olanrewaiu
Faghohun was received by the Honourable
Minister and other Directors of the Ministry.

After plenary introduction, Dr. Fagbohun
gavee a brief on the objectives and activities of
the Institute since its inception. He explaingd
that the wisit to the Minister
recognition of the status of the ministry as the
chief protection officer of the country's
environment and expressed the desire o
partner with the Ministry in the promation of
the protection of the environment in Migeria

was  in

This collaboration, in the Institute's opimon,
wirild compliment the Ministry's efforts at
ensuring profection of the environment and
sustainable development, He stressed that
the Institute seeks 1o achieve this by
organizing in collaboration with the Ministry
capacity building programs for the staff of the
ministry  to enhance their knowledge of
environmental management and hone their
skills in the task of implementing and
enforcing regulations for the protection of the
emvironment. He also emphasized the need
to empower the youths through
enlightenment  programmes that  would
strengthen  their capability to  better
appreciate Bsues relating to the environment.
These youth focused programmes, Dr
Faghohun stated, could take the form of
detrate and guiz competitions lor students of
s lrl'lrl.'l,r':,' schools and Moot Court
competitions and pariamentary debates for
students of tertiary  institutions. These
programs  he explained would  assist in
integrating environmental awareness in the
youths and enhance their capacity as
effective agentsq |1'1'h,-|np,1‘.

The Honorable Minister greatly commended
the Institute for its well thought out visions
concerning the protection of the
environment particularly its incorporation of
the participation of the youths who in his
view were important participants in the
national and global efforts to promote the
protection of the environment and s
sustainable development. He expressed his
appreciation to the team for the visit and also
indicated the Ministry's interest in partnering
with ELRI.

The visit climaxed in a group photograph and
the team's presentation of a plague (o the
Honorable Minister.

=l T pona! Yesar 1prr|rf fiewr i eowiirtnmnernl coands

ELRI Participates in One-Day House of Representatives’
Interactive Session on the COPENHAGEN Processes

he House of
Committee on Climate Change on July
21, 2009 organized a one-day
interactive session on the COPENHAGEN
processes that is -_'xfuh'h'-rl fin 1:..:r-lrl an

Representatives

agreement which will be signed during the
United Mations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) Conference of
Parties (COP) 15 meeting in Copenhagen,
Denmark in December, 200049,

As noted in the briefing paper for the hearing,
il a new treaty is agreed, it will replace the
Kyoto Protocol which will expire in 2072
The negotiations centre on setting global
emission cuts, firstly by 2020, and expected
drastic reduction of emissions by 2050, How
(o detiver these largets, however, are far from
being resohved. 1t remains complex and
knolty, because, whereas the world agrees on
the need to reduce the Greenhouse Gases
IGHG) responsible for global warming, the
maore developed countries, responsible for
the emissions are hedging on commitments 1o
adaptation and
mitigation of Climate Change in the
developing Countries including Nigeria.

In the words of the Committee Chairman,
Hon. Eziuche Ubani, the objectives of the
henring is to review: Nigeria's participation at

iransfer resources  fof

COP 14 in Poznan, Poland in 2008: the
process of negotiations for a new treaty;
preparation for the Copenhagen conference;
and I'H“||L"|'.'t|”|1'5 of outcome of the
Conference, The [1rn||_=-r1|=r| outcomes of the
hearing i 10 increase awareness ol the
process of the negotiations, have a clearer
view of Nigeria's demands and expectations,
better communicate Nigeria's efforts in the
global drive to fight climate change, and
increase consensus behind the negotiations.
The hearing was attended by the Right
Honourahle “||!1u1|~.1~r of the House of
Representatives, Honourable Dimeji
Bankole; the Chairman Senate Committee on
Environment, Senator (Mrs.) Grace Bent: the
Minister of Environment, Mr, John Odey with
several Directors of the Ministry; Ministers
from other relevant Ministries: members of
the House of Representatives Committee on
Climate change; the Group Managing
Director of NNPC: Ambassador of Sweden
and other Tt’-"]rt“-l'l"l[ali\'i‘!_'x of the [I.JI'HFN-"'H“
Union; and Civil Society
organizations lesl !'r}' the Coalition for Climate
Change.

The Executive Diréector of ELRI. Dr
Olanrewaju Faghohun attended the meeting
an behalf of ELRIL

Yarious
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Welcome on Board

ELR!is privileged to have the following people as part of its membership

< Barrister Mrs. ORIE, ERIMMA GLORIA
She holds a B.A (Hons.) Degree in Philosophy from the University of Calabar, She obtained
her LLE desree from University of Lagos,
Erimma works with the Law Firm of LLU UCHE & ASSOCIATES
Her interest in Environmental lssues is bome out of a love for nature and the need 1o protect
and preserve the earth'sirreplaceable resources.

¢ Mrs Tolulope Oghoru
Mrs, Olghorw is a law lecturer at the University of jos, Plateau State
She holds an LLB and LLM degrees in Law and s currently underaking a PhD at the
University of |os.
Her interest in the environment stems from an innate desire to ensure that the
environment is clean, It is this desire that has led to her PhD focus on Air Pollution

All comments relating to articles published in ELRI News are to be forwarded to
editorelrinews@elri ng.org

CARTOON

MA TODAYL?,
YOU NO SABI SAY OUR
PEOPLE TOO LIKE DOTL..
ABEG COVER YOUR
MOSE JARE!

MY SISTA, i
ABEG WAKA Quick T
01 THE SMELL

MY PIKIN
NO BE S0. WHO
NO LIKE BETTER THING?
ONLY SAY OUR PEOPLE
SUPPOSE DON LEARN
TO KEEP OUR
ENVIEONMENT

We wish to extend our  appreciation 10 the
fodllenwing individuals who have contributed o
ELRI'swisinn and ohjectives.

APPRECIATION

¢ Mr Enahoro Cregory, Esq.

Contributions to ELRI News

ELRl welcomes articles on contemporary
enviranmental issues from individuals and
corporate onganisations for publication in
ELR! WNews. Contributions should not be
more than 300 words, font type Arnal, font
size - 12 points; with full names and email
addresses of author. Same should be sent as
attachment to

info@elr-ng.ong

elri2008@yahoo.com

Easy Ways to Support ELRI

To support the activities of ELRI, please
contact Feyi Awe on

Phone: +234- 1-8990760

+234- 802-6317120.

All donations | support materials will be
formally acknowledged

For further information, please contact us
at:

Environmental Law Research Institute

12 Oyinkan Abayomi Drive,

tkoyi. Lagos.

Email: info@elri-ng.org
elri2008@yahoo.com

Please call s on: +234- 1-B990760.

ELRI’s Membership

To become a member, visit our website -
www.elri-ng.org and complete the
membership fom online or pick up a form at
our corporate office. Your membership of the
Institute  entitles you to the following
benefits:

e Allocated e-mail address based on

domain name

& Accessto diary of upcoming events
e Complimentary copy of newsletter

® 50% discount on publications of the
Institute

& Access toartiches on current legal issues

® Discount to attend all programmes of thie
Institute.

SPONSORS
*...act now. Be my Sponsor”

Please call: 0802 782 1369
0802631 7120

ELRI & a think tank lor applied environmental research and policy analysis registered with the Corporate Aflairs Commission (CACH as a company limited by Cuarantiee,

Envviranmental Laow Research Institute Lid Gle
12, Dhinkean Abayomi Street Muosadepn lomer, Tkoyl Lagos,
Tisl: 071 -BEP07 60D, Faoe: 0012001 263
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